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scale of Civilization than the present inhabitants, of whom
a few still use the terraces.
In West Africa we find widespread remains of megalithic
buildings such as are never made by the present inhabitants.
Their ancestors must have had a different, and probably
a Mgher3 culture.
For America and Northern Asia we shall begin by again
quoting Dixon, who says (Building of Cultures^ p. 280) that
'there are cases in which a considerable and wholesale drop
in culture seems to have occurred. Thus the Yaghan of
the west coast of Tierra del Fuego appear to have been
crowded into this inclement and harsh environment, there
to have somewhat retrograded and lost some of the cultural
traits, such as the bow, which they once had possessed.
The Ostiak of the Arctic shores of Western Siberia are
thought to have once lived much farther to the southward,
in the region of the Altai, and to have had a knowledge of
metallurgy together with other traits that, since they were
forced northward, they have lost. Again, the semi-
agricultural sedentary woodland tribes of Algonkian and
Siouan stock, who, abandoning their former habitat,
moved westward out into the Plains, lost agriculture,
pottery-maMng, and their semi-sedentary mode of life,
and became buffdo-hunting nomads.5
But it is not merely tribes which moved which lost culture.
We have already seen that the civilizations of Peru and of the
Mayas were on the down-grade long before Columbus,
and we are told also that cthe whole of the mound-building
culture of the Ohio Valley had vanished before the period
of discovery5 (C. Wissler, The American Indian., p. 268).
The Pueblo or Village' Indians are now confined to the
northern parts of Arizona and New Mexico, but there was a
time* perhaps a thousand years ago, when they, or the

